
9th Grade Honors Literature & Composition 

Instructor: Mrs. Laura Howard 

Email: lehoward@effingham.k12.ga.us 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT – 2020 

 

PART ONE – TO BE COMPLETED OVER THE SUMMER 

1. All 2020-2021 Ninth Grade Honors English students will read The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak (ISBN: 9780375842207). Please make sure you do not accidentally read or check out 
the young reader’s edition of the novel.  

2. Join Google Classroom (Class Code: yc5twur).  
3. Complete the Summer Reading Assignment (instructions attached) and submit in Google 

Classroom PRIOR to the first day of school. (Test Grade) 

 

PART TWO – TO BE COMPLETED DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 

1. Students will participate in Socratic Seminar (student-led) discussions over the book. (Quiz 
Grade)  

2. Students will create a body biography, or symbolic representation, to depict a character 
who has acted heroically in the book. Details for this assignment will be given during the 
first week of school. (Quiz Grade) 

 

Please email me if you have any questions. I hope you enjoy reading this book, and I look forward to 
discussing it with you in the fall. Have a great summer! 

 

Mrs. Howard 

South Effingham High School 

 

  

mailto:lehoward@effingham.k12.ga.us


9th Grade Honors ELA Summer Reading Instructions 

1. Your assignment must be typed in MLA format (1-inch margins, double spaced, 
Times New Roman, 12-pt. font). There is a template in Classroom that you are 
welcome to use.  

2. Submit your assignment in Classroom PRIOR to the first day of school.  
3. Your work should be reflective of your commitment as an honors student. Be 

thorough and thoughtful.  
4. If you have questions, please contact me before the due date via email or Google 

Classroom.  

 

Directions: Answer the questions below with as much detail as possible and provide textual 
evidence to support your claims.  

A. Describe the following characters: 
● Liesel 
● Death 
● Max 
● Hans 
● Rosa 
● Rudy 

B. Describe the setting.  
C. Reflect on THREE of the following discussion topics. Each response should be written in 

paragraph form.  

 Discussion Topics:  

o The use of Death as a narrator 
o The importance of setting 
o Hans Hubermann’s relationship with Hans Jr. 
o Liesel and Rudy’s theft (morality) 
o The power of words and books 
o Rosa as a complex and dynamic character 
o Liesel’s relationship with Max 
o The bombing of Himmel Street 
o Guilt (Max, Liesel, Hans) 
o Forgiveness 
o Dreams and nightmares 
o Defining moments for Liesel, Rudy, Max, or Hans 
o Imagery of Max as a fighter 
o The use of colors in the novel 

 


